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“A Man for all Seasons”
Richard S. Cowan, P.E. (1910-1998)

Aﬂ we enjoy these longer summer evening hours, with plenty
of time tor after-work golf, kids, yvard work, and barbecues,
1 particularly enjoy watching the fireflies,

For me there is nothing more peaceful than sitting on my
back porch and watching the last long shadows of the grape
arbor disappear against the dimly it west wall of my house,
Their parting dance ushers in the beacons of early summer
nights, the fireflies. [ never tire of

client list of some twenty-plus Townships and Boroughs in a four
county area.

There were many anccdotes handed down by old timers
about his emerging career as a municipal engineer. My favorite
one 18 how he single-handedly surveved and designed road
improvements for a country road, which became one of today's
major thoroughfares in Bucks County. Dick supposedly built his
own survey instrument for this job,
with a hand level mounted on a

marveling  at their display of
fireworks in slow motion, trying
to imagine the people whose
spirits they represent, according 1o
Indian lore.

When one lands on my hand,
reached out in anticipation, 1 easily
remember people who were near
and dear to me or who made a pro-
found impact on my life,

As we are heading into sum-
mer, Cowan Associates, Inc. is
reaching the midpoint of our 40th
anniversary vear. We are taking
stock of who we are and where we
want o go. We alse realize how
much of our company's identity is
still shaped by the legacy of its
founder, Richard 8. Cowan. He was
known as Dick among his friends,
many of whom had been his
clients first,

At age 49, Dick found himself
lazd-off by his engineering employ-
e in Philadelphia during a down-
ward business eycle. Probably tired from commuting to
Philadelphia and with the prospect of starting over, Dick decided
to start his own engineering business, The first two years were
rough going, with mostly preparing shop drawings for steel fabri-
cators and machine shops. However, Dick had an uncanny ability
Lo sense business opporlunities, often before his competitors did,
He discovered the fledgling market of municipal engineering in
the carly 1960, Within a couple of vears, he had a municipal

piece of two-by-four construction
lumber.

In the late 1960's, Dick sensed
2 second major opportunity for
business development in the area
of wastewater treatment and water
supply. The Clean Water Act was
passed i 1970, Dick was already
appointed as engineer 1o Bucks
County Water and Sewer Authority
to design Richland Township’s
first sewerage system, and actively
networking to become Milford-
Trumbauversville  Arca  Scwer
Authority's first engineer,

It is this sewer work that con-
tributed to another famous Cowan
aneedote, The field crew was busi-
ly gathering sewer as-built infor-
mation when one of them had the
misfortune of squashing his thumhb
while closing a manhole. Before
rushing him to the doctor, they
braught him back to the office so
that he could wash off the construction dust and become more
presentable. As the surveyor bandaged his injured thumb, Dick,
ever so Tocused, inguired how deep it was, The  poor soul replied,
“I'm not sure, | think it's to the bone.” “Mo, no, the manhole.” said
Dhick, clarifying the purpose of his question,







